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choice of a town-surveyor; and if sewers are ill laid out,
it is a natural consequence. When, a new public edifice
having been decided on, competition designs are adver-
tised for; and when the designs, ostensibly anonymous
but really identifiable, have been sent in; T. Square, Esq.,
who has an influential relative in the corporation, makes
sure of succeeding, and is not disappointed: albeit his
plans are not those which would have been chosen by any
one of the judges, had the intended edifice been his own.
Brown, who has for many years been on the town-council,
and is one of the dominant clique, has a son who is a doc-
tor ; and when, in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, an
officer of health is to be appointed, Brown privately can-
vasses his fellow-councillors, and succeeds in persuading
them to elect his son; though his son is by no means the
fittest man the place can furnish. Similarly with the choice
of tradesmen to execute work for the town. A public
clock that is frequently getting out of order, and Board-
of-Health water-closets which disgust those who have
them (we state facts), sufficiently testify that stupidity,
favouritism, or some sinister influence, is ever causing mis-
management. The choice of inferior representatives, and
by them of inferior employes, joined with private interest
and divided responsibility, inevitably prevent the dis-
charge of duties from being satisfactory.

Moreover, the extravagance which is now becoming a
notorious vice of municipal bodies, is greatly inci eased by
the practice of undertaking things which they ought not
to undertake; and the incentive to do this is, in many
cases, traceable to the representative origin of the body.
The system of compounding with landlords for municipal
rates, leads the lower class of occupiers into tlie error that
town-burdens do not fall on them; and they therefore
approve of an expenditure which seemingly gives them
gratis advantages. As they form the mass of the consfi-